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To the editor:

A 3‐year‐old girl presented with a scalp protrusion and pain. Two weeks before presentation, she was unsteady on her feet and fell off her bed, but no treatment was sought as her parents were not available. Bleeding was minor at the time of the fall. The child reported pain to the mother during the following two weeks, and her parents subsequently consulted a surgeon in the local hospital. The doctor diagnosed her with calcifying epithelioma and decided to remove the lesion for biopsy by surgical resection. The girl visited our dermatology clinic for further treatment.

Examination revealed a hard protrusion on her scalp, which was a regular hemispherical shape measuring 1.0 cm in diameter (Figure [1](#ped412121-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}A). Physical examination, neurologic examination, and radiography of the skull were unremarkable. We moistened the area with a saline gauze sponge for half an hour, when the "protrusion" lifted itself from the scalp, and was confirmed to be a glass ball from the girl\'s toy bracelet (Figure [1](#ped412121-fig-0001){ref-type="fig"}B). A final diagnosis of foreign body injury was made. After topical treatment of sodium fusidate ointment for four weeks, twice a day, and the underlying scalp lesion regressed completely.

![(A) A hard protrusion on the scalp of the patient which was hemispherical regular shaped, measuring 1.0 cm diameter. (B) After moistened, the "protrusion" lifted itself from the scalp which was confirmed as a glass ball from the girl\'s toy bracelet](PED4-3-196-g001){#ped412121-fig-0001}

This patient suffered from an injury from a glass ball without being aware that it was implanted in the scalp, and this is a very rarely reported foreign body in the skin.[1](#ped412121-bib-0001){ref-type="ref"}, [2](#ped412121-bib-0002){ref-type="ref"} This case provides an example of the importance for careful patient history taking with pediatric patients prior to treatment, because even the parent was unaware of the injury.
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